CLEARFIELD COUNTY

1. Please provide an overview of your county including the status of your Comprehensive Plan and how it addresses water resources.

Clearfield County is located in central Pennsylvania and encompasses an area of approximately 1,147 square miles.  The 2000 US Census population for Clearfield County is 83,382.  The County is made up of 51 municipalities including 1 city, 19 boroughs and 30 townships.  Most of the drainage from Clearfield County flows into the West Branch of the Susquehanna, while a small section of the northwestern corner of the County drains into the Allegheny River.

The county planning office has recently begun the process of updating the County’s Comprehensive Plan. The current plan, an update prepared back in 1991, does not have a specific section on water resources.  It only provides an inventory of the public water suppliers and lists some capital improvement projects.

2. What other county, subcounty or watershed level water resources plans or studies (by name) are currently underway or completed in the last five years for your county?

Clearfield County is close to completion of a county wide water supply plan.  A component of this plan included a survey of the water suppliers.  According to them, water quantity is only an issue in severe drought conditions.  One obvious problem that our survey found was that many distribution systems had significant water losses due to deteriorating lines.  The average water loss was 31%, with the highest loss coming in from one system at  61%.  As for water quality, the major factors that affect quality were reported to be high levels of iron and manganese. These contaminates are prevalent due to acid mine drainage, which affects a large portion of the County, due to past extensive mining activities.

3. What is the status of stormwater management plans (Act 167) for watersheds in your county?

As for storm water management plans, there are only three watersheds in the County that have such plans, Sandy Lick Creek, Upper Mahoning Creek and Chest Creek.  Unfortunately, many of the municipalities within those watersheds do no understand nor enforce those resulting management ordinances.  For development outside those watersheds, the County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance does provide some storm water management provisions.  

4. What are the critical water resources issues in your county?

Though the county comprehensive plan update is far from complete, public input that has been garnered shows that cleaning up acid mine drainage and protecting water supplies are critical water priorities for Clearfield County.

Through the development of our County water supply plan, water suppliers have provided us with the top concerns for their water supply systems.  In addition, we are currently surveying our municipal officials for their priorities as well.  Between these sources, Clearfield County will be drafting a complete list of water resource priorities. 

One critical area that we are already aware of is the water supply for the greater DuBois area, which is the Anderson Creek Reservoir.  There are three concerns that have been mentioned for this water supply 1) The potential of contamination from Interstate 80, which crosses over Anderson Creek above the reservoir.  Due to many ice-related accidents on the bridge that crosses this section, Penn DOT has placed a de-icing system.  2) Possible denials for additional withdrawals from SRBC, due to the fact that many of the water supply customers are in the Ohio River Basin and  3) During severe drought conditions less water is released by the City of DuBois, who controls the reservoir, which limits water supplies down stream for the Pike Township Municipal Authority.

5. What technical reports or model ordinances has the county developed that address local water resources issues?

As mentioned, earlier, Clearfield County is in the midst of completion of a county wide water supply plan. We anticipate this plan will contain technical reports of our local water resources and model source protection ordinances.  The storm water management plans, that do exist, contain model ordinances, but generally are more specific to that particular watershed. 

6. What needs and priorities are identified in county/municipal/multi-municipal comprehensive plans and ordinances that are related to water resources?

The current comprehensive plan only contains the following general objective related to water resources: “To provide adequate water, sewerage,  and solid waste disposal services to the developed and developing areas of the County to ensure a safe, sanitary, and attractive environment in which to live and work.

The water supply plan, which is incomplete, will give us, up to date, water resource priorities.

7.  Would you recommend any changes to the regional priorities to adequately address the county/local needs and priorities?

Planning means nothing without implementation. The power of implementation traditionally lies within the hands of the local municipal government.  We can draft all the plans we want, such as a storm water management plan, but if the locals choose not to implement them then they are worthless. The same goes for the county comprehensive plan; we don’t get to make many of the decisions that would implement or be inconsistent with the goals in the plan.  Many local municipalities do not implement their existing ordinances, if they have them, which could minimize potential impacts to our water resources such as those due to storm water run-off.  Mainly because they do not understand the benefits and tend to view such regulation as an unnecessary burden to their residents and businesses.  As long as the control lies with  local municipal government, many who lack or fail to implement land use plans, and as long as the state provides funding for projects that do not follow "smart growth" principles little can be done to implement the state water resource priorities.  

